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Heſe Words. ire us an — of the great 
7 ppineſs of Good Men in their Death, to Re 
1 — us the better to it, and Engage uy te 
Prepare for it. 

[Thy Reſt from their Li i. e. They are freed 70 
al the "Miſeries and Difficulties. which uſually befal eve 
1 che beſt of Men here in this Life. [ And their Works' d 
15 I ollow them] i. e. The Rewards and bleſſed Fruits of thi 
5 good Works do follow. them; or rather (as the Pra 
"© kr the Original, *AtoauSii wi] a, does more properly 
. ſigniſie) their Works are with them, and accompany the 
N to God, to give Proof and Teſtimony of che Since | 
„dei Love and Obedience to him. 
Tbho' it is the Univerſal Condition of all Mankind 
15 chat ſome time or other they muſt certainly Dye; yet n 

? ; thing is more generally dreaded, nothing leſs conſider 
[* . by Men; and a Sinful Courſe of Life is uſually tlie trut 
155 cChal⸗ = both. A Fondneſs for the Concertments of thů 
World, and the Sinful Pleaſures of it, makes us unwilling 
wW0 leave it; and a ſenſe of our Sinful State makes u 
| 1 Tremble when the Time is come that we Apprehend well 
| [ere ſpeedily do it. Whereas, did we heartily applyiout 
djlelves to a religious ſober Converſation (after the admi 
” rable - Example <0 Excellent ' Perſon before us), we 
1b ſhould. neither : h-defire to Live, nor greatly. fear ud tc 
; Dye; for, to ſuch Death is the Ericrance of a much 
| Happy Life, as the Text aſſures us; Bleſſed are the 
FF, which dye in the Lord, that they may. reſt from their Ea L 
he and Their Works do follow (or, accompany): them. 4 
. 1 In ſpeaking to which fog I will deen conſ Jer on!) 
150 as 1 _ CEN $97, "29008 475 
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Ky 1. W hat'i it is to Die in e 3 des + 
— 4 Wherein the Reſt of fuch i bie i the ry does 
TI | -Conſiſt ? "i S 9 4 I” : 
1. What is it to Die in the Lord ? This may, nply 
bie Three Things. 1 
I. To Die in the Lord] in a lar 4 Selle 
to Die in the True Chriſtian Faith: And 2 5 the Words | 
may have a more peculiar Reference to thoſe early Times 
of Chriſtianity, when ſo many were yet Stran king to it; 
and many that had Embraced it were too apt, t bat they. I g 
might Avoid Perſecution, to Apoſtatize fro N. N 
II. To Die in the Lord} may ſignifie ta Di or the Lord, 
or in the Cauſe of the Lord and Defence of his r q 
and Honor; and ſo may refer more Bo he- 


Holy Martyrs of thoſe Times. Such 
Pronounceth greatly Bleſſed, in Revel 7.13. to d 
of the Chapter. * 
III. And more properly, [to Die in ehe/Tord] fh Tgnt- 
fies to Die in his Favour, in Peace and Reconciliatioh 
with him. [In the Lord,] as it were grafted into him by | 
a Holy Converſation, as True and Living Members 6f | 
ibis Body. Such as not only by a Right Faith, bur - 
TO len a Holy Obedience to the Lord, may be faid! to be 3 


15 this ſenſe the like Phraſe is clearly ebe Via ſtood -1 
in ſeveral other Places of the New Teſtament, as t C, 
. 18. They ho are fallen aſleep in Chrift, are eden, 
E 9 2 are Dead in a 74 —— 2 9 riſt. 
I Theſſ. 4.16. The Dead in Chriſt all Riſe 15 4% All. 
Pious Soc Chriſtians ſhall firſt Ariſe. 9 21 2.5 
Rom. 8. 1. (to Name no more) There it” Ap cl „ 
natim to them that are in Cbriſt Fe 1, ho Walk 4 1 
ter the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. hey are here: 4010 
8 in Chriſt © ar, WHO follow not the Corrupt Motions of 2 
che Fleſh, but that inward true Purity chat is requirec 
by Chriſt in the Goſpel. eee 
| Thus (in the Text) are they fatd to 95e lulge Tord, 
H who by a ſincere Obedience t him, have à welkground 14 
ed 8 and Intereſt in 05 * ſuch thall be Blefſed- in 


* 
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their Death by Reſting from their Labours, and receiving 
the Happy Fruits of their good Works. Which brings to 
the Second Particular to be conſider d, (viz.) | 
2. Wherein the Reſt of ſuch as Die in the Lord does 


Conſiſt. This is not ſo to be Underſtood (as ſome in 2 diſ- 
puting Age may be Ready to Argue from this Place) 
As if the Souls of good Men, when looſed from their 
Bodies, paſs d into a State of Inactivity, and being tired 
out with the Troubles of this Life, ſhall ſilently Sleep, 
(and in that ſenſe take their Reſt) until the general Re- 
h 8 
For tho will not pretend to Determine what are the 
| , Circumſtances of the Abode of Holy Souls in their ſepa- 
rate Dwellings; which yet poſſibly might be as eaſy at 
| -Jleaft, as to tell what the Soul is, or how it Works in its 
| Earthly, "Tabernacle ; yet this, I think, I may ſay, that 
| the Soul does Live and Act when in a State of Separation 
from the Body. This St. Paul Affirms, 1 The/. 5. 10. 
. for us, that whether we Wake or Sleep, we 
2 \ſbou d Live together with bim Now it were very ſtrange, 
that we;ſhould be Alive, and Live with Chriſt (even 
hen we Sleep, i. e. when we are Dead) and yet do na 


Acts of Life. Our Bodies when they Sleep do many A 
And if the Soul does none, the Principal is leſs Active 
i than the- Inſtrument, which cannot be fo poſed. With- 
cut all Queſtion, the Soul, when ſeparated from the Body, 
can do thoſe Acts which are proper to it; ſuch as are, 
Extaſies, Viſions, Conſideration of it ſelf, Acts of; Voli- 
tion, and Reflex Acts of Underſtanding. And accor- 
dingly it is Obſervable, how St. Paul ſaid, That he knew 
not whether his Viſions and Raptures were in or out of 
the Body, 2 Cor. 12. 2. By which we ſee his Judgment 

of the thing, that one was as likely as the other, neither 
of them Impoſſible or Unreaſonable; and therefore that 


1 


| the Soul is as Capable of acting when alone, as when in 


. wah ; 
Conjunction with the Body. 


+ Surely. St. Paul did Reckon of this continued Life of 
dhe Soul, Contrary to both the Mortality and the Sleep- 


ing of it, when in Philip. r. 23. He faith, that He de- 
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des (dvaxdour,, which is a Phraſe to Expreſs the Separn: 


tion of Soul and Body) to be diſſolved, and to be: with 
briſt; which, I ſuppoſe, muſt conclude a Beigg 
Poul, and that an Happy one, when ſeparated from the 


of the 


ody, unleſs it can be Imagin d that Chriſt is ſtill afleep. - 
This State of Separation, the ſame Apoſtle calls a Be. 
g Abſent from the Body, and being Preſent with the 
ord, 2 Cor. 5. 8. From all which we may*-Conchide, 
that the Souls of alt God's People are Alive and Awake, - 
doing thoſe Actions of Life which are proper to their 
State. We BILE. 
The. Reſt then which every\good Man Enjoys at his 
Death, is not ſo. to be Underſtood, as if after Death he 
as in a State of Silence, Sleep, or Inactivity; But be- 
auſe he Enjoys a perfect Freedom from all the Miſeries 
of this Life, and that by being made a Partaker of un- 
peakable Bleſſings in the next 
Iis a Reſt indeed, without the Mixture of Trouble, 
or the Allaying Expectation of a- ſucceſſive Wearineſs; 
is a Reſt from all the Miferies of this Life, and fromm 
Fears of thoſe in the next. A Reſt from 
from Sin, and a Reſt from Temptations: 


* 


the diſtractin 
abour, a Ref 


u Reſt from Want, and a Reſt from Deſires; à Reſt from / 


Think then what a raviſhing | 
in the other World, to look back upon thoſe Miſeries thou 
| haſt eſcaped, and to ſee thy ſelf placed above the Reach 
| of all that could Oppreſs or Vex thee here below; that 
thy Weeping is turn'd into Joy, all thy Sorrows into Com- 
Occaſions of Complaints into Con- 


if 


(69 


| in this World, or by 


. obedient g Our Fortunes are loſt by ſome Unexpected 
Accident: And that very thing in which we placed our 


' 


teſt Croſs unto us. 


| forts, and. thy daily 
ſtant Hallelujahs and Thankſgivings. 
Think with thy ſelf what a Joy 


Minute threatned him with a ſudden Ruine, and Wrack d 
his Soul with a delay d Expectation of it; is yet, beyond 
all Hopes, arriv'd ſafe to Land; recounting to his dear 


a Relations the great Amazement of his Danger, and the 
{ - greater. Mercy of his Deliverance. If you can conceive 
What Tranſports of Joy muſt needs fill his enlarged Soul, 


4 you cannot but ſuppoſe at the ſame time, that an infi- 


' pitely greater muſt fill our Hearts, when in the other? 
World, in the full Enjoyment of Peace, and Reſt, and a 
| compleac Happineſs, we Reflect upon thoſe Dangers, } 
Y _ thoſe Hardſhips, and Calamities which-ſurrounded us here. 
Concerning this Comfortable Doctrine, the Holy 
Tt: Scripture plainly Inſtructs our Faith, and Entertains our 
Hope, particularly in the Words of the Text, Bleſſed are 
the Dead which Die in the Lord, that they may Reſt from their \ 


1 Li bours. ER | 
2. The Reſt which eve 


" 
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. 1 are indeed ſo great and on man 
from Sin may pro erly enough be call'd a Reſt. 8 
This is ſuch a Reſt, as the greateſt Saints upon Earth 
| can never Attain to in this Life. Whoever, ſaith he, bath no 
| Sin (qnd Ya (alaſs !) too many Live as if they 9 

8 . 


Death are taken from us into the 
next: Children prove Unproſperous, Immoral, or Diſ- 


cChiefeſt Contentment, does not ſeldom become the grea- 


Jay it will be unto thee , 


> 
— 


8 that Mariner con- 
 ceives, who after a boiſterous Storm at Sea, which every 


11 
Us 


. 3 good Man Enjoys at his 
| | Death, is a Reſt from Sin; the Labours and Vexations of 
Which, both before, and in, and after the Commiſſion of 
that a Freedom 


. WEarth, that through the Infirmities af their Humanity, 


tation to uz; be we in Publick of in Private ; in God's 


TA ĩ ͤ ERAS 
ey had none, ) he deoei ves himſelf; and tis Truth ir not in 
jim, 1 Jo. 1. 8. that very Aſſertion is in it ſelf his Evi- 


David, and Moſes, and St. Peter, and many others men- 
on'd in the Holy Scriptures (undoubtedly as great Saints 
s thoſe amongſt us, who vainly pong to Perfetion 
n this Life) are plain Inſtances of this Truth 3 
heir Miſcarriages ſpeak as clearly to us, as St. Pay} 5 
dy his Advice, 1 Cor. 10. 12. That he that thinks he ffand- 
th, would take heed leſt he fall. „ i LOR 


For, tis the Unhappineſs of the moſt pious here upon 


* 


and the Subtilties of their Adverſary: Through 
Indiſpoſition, or Surprize, or Inadvertency, or ſome- 
hing elſe, which is not in the Power of Man always 
to. Provide againſt, they are too frequently Betray'd to 
ſome Sin or other; . Grieves their Hearts, that 
they ſhould thus Offend their Gracious God, and any 
ways diſpleaſe him, whom they really Beleive they can 

ever Pleaſe enaug u. „„ „„ 
But when once we ſhall be Removed hencs into the 


« 4 4 


Sin, and bid Defiance to all it's Powerful Patrons.and 
\ bettors, We ſhall then Live in an Abſolute: Obedience 
to the Will of our God; and a Perfect Freedom from all 
hoſe Defilements of our Souls, which make the Con- 


Naition of this Preſent Life Deplorable. 


3. Tis a Reſt from Temptations to Sin. This will _- 


be juſt matter of no ſmall Joy to a Pious Man, not only 
chat he is Innocent at preſent, but alſo that he is ſure f 
continuing ſo unto all Eternity, and chat without the 
Vexation of a conſtant War with thoſe ſpiritual Enemies 
| which ſurround us here, and every Minute endanger our 


Innoceng . u ply : 
Whilſt we are in this World, every thing is a Temp- 


Houſe, or in our own ; in the buſineſs of our proper 
Callings, ol In the more immediate Service of our God 
whatever Re ation or rr we are in, Satan hom 

A 4 * ther“ 


yi 


lent Confutation. 3 


Heavenly Manfions, we ſhall then ſit Triumphaiit oven 


—̃ . — 
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| ere his proper Snares for us, which for the moſt parti 
| _ catch the Negligent, and which the moſt watchful can-W 
not always Eſcape. . OJ: 2005; 


Bst in the other World, every good Man ſhall have aff 
perfect Reſt from theſe vexatious and dangerous Tempta- 
j | tions. He has taken his final Leave of this lower World 
i | 


; 
1 


! and will then bid. full defiance to it; which he willli 
| «hen 'plainly ſee has nothing to offer to him comparable 
s that Bleſſedneſs. which he there Enjoys. . Its Honours 
| its Riches, and all its Pleaſures, how - conſiderable ſos 

f ever they here appear d to be, and however prevalent 
over us, yet then ſhall be look d upon as vain and empty 
things, becauſe fo greatly outdone by the Riches and] 
i Honours and celeſtial Pleaſures, which he ſo plentifuliy 
oY Enjoys at the Right Hand of Gd. N 


Our Bodies, which here are not only the Inſtruments 
of Sinful Practices, but alſo the great Allurement and In- 
centive to them, ſhall then be ſo Spiritualiz d, chat they F 
will readily Obey and Perform whatever the Soul ſhall 
Command, and be ſo Regular and Harmonious, that it 
mall hare no Natural Propenſions contrary to thoſe of 
our Mind and Spiri. ef 


And when Satan is thus bereay'd of all Aſſiſtance from 
che World and che Fleſh, and is himſelf debarred from ug 
by an unpaſſable Gulf, how - Happy ſhall we be in our 
1 | Bleſſed Security from our Spiritual Dangers, all -thoſe 
{| - Temptations to Sin, which ſo greatly Diſturb a good 
Man here. „ | 1 
4. 'Tis.a Reſt from the Laſhes of a bad Conſcience. 
Seeing even good Men do here Live under conſtant 
Temptations, and thereby are often ſurpriz d into Sin, 

| ns has been briefly intimated, it cannot otherwiſe be, but 
that they muſt alſo ſometimes ſmart under the Laſhes o 
[' Conſcience for it; which in them 2 Grace of God) 
being Tender, Watchful, and very Scrupulous, does ea: 
ily. yo (oh won ings deeply Reſent, every little Miſcar 
riage they become Guilty of. And they can no ſoone 
have committed a Sin, but the Law in their Hearts up 
{| braids them with it, and ſharply Rebukes them for it. Ay 
NR. BT | Fae | 1 : | i LAs But 


* 


„But when W. the ar hg? Good Man ſhalt 
have received his Abfolution and che bleſſed Sentence, he 
will then be admitted into a State as free from Guile, 1 2 
dis full of Bliſs; as uncapable of Remorſe as it is of Sin. 
And being inftated in that Condition which im lies the 

reateſt Happineſs, he cannot poſſibly be liable to an 7 

x of Conſcience, which! is certainly the Seren Mi- 


F. The reſt, which every Good. Man enjoys - at his 
Death, is a Reſt from the'Fears of Death. Thus the Apo- | 
file tells us of ſome, who in a dreadful Apprehenſion of 
Death, liy'd all along i in a moſt be N and ſervile 
| Condition, Hebr. 2. 15. Who (fays he) thro" F tar of Debth, 
were all their Le ſabjed to Bondage. | 

And ſurely a more diſconſolate State there cannot bet 
than to lee in 2 conſtant dread of Death; the frigh ful 
thoughts, and anxious apprehenfſons. of which do 1 05 
times affect and perplex even good Men here in this Life, 
and make them much concern d when due come to die; 
And for what Reaſons, you will ſee in the next Particular, 

Yet here is the £7 Man's Support and Comfort, 
| when he recollects Fimaſelf and duly ;onfidew, that he 
has good Hopes of Riſing again to, a Glorious Life, ſich 
as ſhall be free from all perplexing Fears of ever dying 
again. He truſts, that by the Mercies of God and the 
Merits of his Saviour, he Jhall be conveyed to that im- 
paſſable State, here all Tears ſhall be wiped from his Eyes, 
and where Death ſhall be no more, Revel. 21, 4. Whete hit 
e, vile Body ſhall be purified from its corrup tile Qualities, 
and be made like unto Chri#Ps Glorious Boch ( Phil. 3 321. Y 
and he of a Mortal Man become an Immortal Saint. 
6. And laſtly, Tis a Reſt from the Fears of what ſhall 
be their. Condition for all Eternity after Death. Every 
"wiſe and good Man does firmly 'belieye, (however 
Sceptical ſome few daring Sinners may pretend to be) that 
there is a Judgment to come; that atthar Judgment every 
Man ſhall be call'd to an account for the things done in 
his Body, whether they be e od or bad; that then 
chere wi be a Sentence of Con emnation for the Wicked, 
| - a5. 


— 


WF 


x 


T | 
as well as one of Abſolution for the Juſt ; that their 
known Sins are many, and their ſecret Sins (fog any MW 
thing they know) may eaſily be more; that tho now, il 
. eee, th they walk circumſpectly, yet tis poſſible they 
may ſoon become remiſs and careleſs in their Duties, and 
{| then all the Righteouſneſs that they have done ſhall not be men- 
tion d, but inthe Treſpaſs that they have tre ali, and in tbe 
Sin that they have — in them ſhall they die, Ezek. 18, 24. 
That tho' they ſhould perſeyere to their dying Day in 
ſuch an unblameable Courſe of Life, that they are 
not conſcious to themſelves of any wilful Neglects, yet 
are they not hereby juſtified, (1 Cor. 4. 4.) becauſe they 
may poſſibly judge too favourably of 1 and 
muſt again be judged of the Lord, who judgeth 
r jp 2. 
For theſe and the like Reaſons, even the Good Man, 

- whilſt he worketh out his own Salvation, he does it 
with ſome Fear and Trembling, leſt he ſhould any ways 
come ſhort of it. And theſe unavoidable Fears and Jea- 
louſies are not the leaſt of thoſe Calamities which diſquiet | 
and. perplex us here in this Life. e. 
But when once we ſhall have attained to that Reſt, to | 
which Death conveys every Good Man ; then'we ſhall } 
be ſure of a Reſt which is Unalterable and Eternal : For, ( 
as Deſpair of Redemption is one of the chief Ingredients 
of which the Torments of Hell conſiſt ; ſo a full Aſſu- 
rance of an Eternal Continvance in the State of Bliſs, is 
not the leaſt of thoſe Jewels, which conſtitute and adorn 
the Crown of the For-ever-bleſſed Saints. For, were 
they in any juſt Fears of ever falling from their Happi- 

neſs, Heaven would not be Heaven, ſince ſomething 
would be wanting to make it what it certainly is, a State 
of Abſolute —— £ . 
Thus have you ſeen the Nature and Greatneſs of that 
Reſt, to which Death conveys every truly good Man. 

Tis a Reſt from all the Miſeries, Vexations, and Diſap- 
pointments of this preſent Life; tis a Reſt from Sin; a 
i Reſt from Temptations; a Reſt from the Laſhes of Con- 
I; ſcience; a Reſt from the Fears of Death; and a Reſt from 
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ehe 


he Fears and Doubts of what ſhall be their Eternal Con- 
ſition after Death; All which does abundantly ſhew hoW 
appy and bleſſed Good Men ſhall be in the other World: 


And yet, all that I have ſaid, and all that either you 


r I can imagine, comes infinitely ſnort of the Bleſſed- 
deſs of good and pious Souls when they leave this World. 
St. Paul, who ſaw more of it than any Man living, 
eing caught up into the Third Heavens, declares, that 
ye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it enter d into the 
eart of Man to conceive the things which God hath prepared in 


| However, from what has been diſcourſed, and from 


F (viz.) the extraordinary Graces and Endowments ok 
is moſt worthy Perſon. before us; never enough tobe 


Imir'd whilſt he was living; never enough to be la- 


zenced now he is dead. In ſpeaking of whom, I need + 
ot fear the too uſual Fate of theſe Undertakings, (viz). 
he Cenſure of Flattery ; ſince ſnould I fay a great deal 


Wore, than either your Patience, or my imperfect Health 


ould permit me, many of you, who were ſo happy as 
o be acquainted with his great Worth, would, I am con- 
dent, acknowledge, that your ſelves could eaſily have 
aid as much, and a great deal more. mee. 

Ic would engage me too far, ſhould I repreſent him to 
ou in his publick Employments and private Relations; 
n every of whioh I could eaſily have ſet before you man 
e Qualities, that well deſerv'd to be taken notice _ 

But paſſing by theſe, give me leave to go higher; ang 

e 8 | , 


— 


Sa the A 


| . . DE, 
more eſpecially conſider his Exemplary. Piety and Diffu- 
areas 5 24 
As to his Piety, twas truly Chriſtian in its Primitive 
Purity, according to the Rules of the Goſpel, as Pro- 
feſsd and Taught in the Church of England now Eſta- 
bliſh'd ; of which he was ever a ſound Member, a great 
Admirer, and a glorious Ornament. ET: 
Io be truly a good Chriſtian, he well knew that it 
was not ſufficient to be admitted into the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion by Baptiſm when a Child, and make a formal Pro: 
feſſion of it when of riper Years ; altho in the beſt and 
ii moſt Orthodox Communion of Chriſtians in the World, 
2s ours is; but that much more was required todenominate 
| us ſuch, and give us a Title to the Rewards of Chriſtianity. 
| and without a fincerely-endeavour'd Obedience to the 
Laus of Chriſt, all the reſt was but Hypocriſie, and that 
| Which will greatly heighten our Condemnation in the 
other World. To remind him daily of this grand Truth, 
he had for a long time piouſly placed before his Eyes ia 
his Cloſer, that excellent ſaying of our Saviour to this 
purpoſe, in St. ohn 15. 8. Herein à my Father glorified, that, 
lll ge bring forth much Fruits, ſo (which implies not otherwiſe) 
Hall ye be my Diſciples. AE EE. | 
Hence it was that he had his whole Converſation in 
At this World, as it became the Goſpel of Chriſt. Not only 
the Actions of his Life, but even the Words of his 141 
#{ (which too many make no great account of) always held 
| 2 ſtrict Conformity to the Rules of the Goſpel ; inſo- 
much that J can truly ſay, upon almoſt Forty Years hap- 
py Acquaintance, and (by his Favour) familiar Conver-W 
1 dich bim, J neyer heard an unſeemly Word pro- 
ceed ont of his Lips; no Oath or Curſe, even upon the 
| greateſt Provocation ; no prophane, obſcene, or unbe- 
| coming Speech; nothing but what was generally good, t 
8 of edifying, and ſuch as might miniſter Grace to the 
b | Heerers; wiſely and piouſly conſidering thoſe Words of the 
i | - Apoſtle, St. Fames 1, 26. If any man ſeems to be religions, 
aud bridleth not his Tongue, this man's Religion 3s wain ; and 
; thoſe of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf St. Mat. 12. 37. B 


i 

' 

| 

| 
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V 
venues of the Efſtabliſh'd Church, and all places ſet apar 
for the publick Offices of it. Some of theſe he erected 
others he adorn'd and beautified, others, at a great Ex 
pence, he endowed with a more plentiful Proviſion, fo 
the more frequent Performance of publick Prayers an 
%, 7... ww 
And amongſt thoſe which were thus eſteem'd by him 
I ought not, I cannot here omit, his ſingular Reſpeds 
the Orthodox Clergy ; ſuch, how mean and unworthy 
ſoever they were upon other accounts, he (according t 
St. Pauls Command, 1 Thefſ. 5. 13.) Ever eſteemed ven 
Will Zighly in Love for their Works ſake. He knew they. were 
the Ambaſſadors of - Chriſt ; and thence concluded, that 
all Diſreſpet and Contempt of them, would redound tc 
"him whoſe Ambaſſadors they were. „ 
Iis indeed a ſhrewd ſign of a very ſlender Regard to aff 

: [Temporal Prince, when his more immediate Servants are 
treated by him (as David's were by Hanun, in 2 Sam. 10. 40 
with Ignominy and Diſgrace ; and we have no reaſon vl 
doubt, but that the King of Heaven will think himſelf 
concern'd in the ill Uſage of thoſe whom he ſends on. hi 
Errands, and are more immediately employ'd in his Serif 
vice. I would to God, that thoſe who are too prone te 
make ſuch their Sport and Paſtime, would (for the ſaks 
bf Religion and themſelves) learn a more becoming Be- 
\ havior in this Particular, from the great Example of this 


# 
® 


excellent Perſon before us. * 
ULCL.et us next conſider him in his diffuſive Charity. Here 
he was no leſs Exemplary than in his Piety. The was thg 
proper Effect of Thar. For, true Love to God, will evel 
ſhew it ſelf in true Love to Man. This he rightly though 


to be his moſt ſuitable Acknowledgment of God's great 
Bounty to. him, in giving him ſo plentiful an Eſtate 
Dona Dei Deo (the Gifts of God ought to be return'd t 
God, at leaſt-wiſe in moſt thankful Acknowledgments 
vas bis beloved Motto; deeply engraven upon his Heart 

as well as on the Front of his Hoſpitals; and firſt on chi 
"former, before on the latte. „ 
He ever rejoyced when a poor Chriſtian was made gla 


5 


ad Thlirſty was cheared by his Charity. 


. ecommended to him proper Objects foc his Alms, chan they who Re- 
ived them were to him for his Relief. Rf Tone Or 32 


% 


his Neighbourhood ; and that not as a Diſpenſer of others Charity (as 
ome Unworthily, I'm ſure very falſely have Reported,). bue purely out 


ants Compel you to it. Nay, Speak you of mine alſo, and even you of 
he whole Neighbourhood round about; 1 had almoſt faid, you of the 


nd largely ſupplied, not only to Preſerve you from Starving, but even 
o Furniſh you with. the Comforts of this Life. 1 

and that his Charity might never fall, he would not .cafily Entertain 
any Diſcouragements _ it; particularly, not that of a Hazard of 
miſplacing it by 2 promiſci | 

e had taken up, which he would ſometimes recount, that he thought 
Mic much better for many undeſerving (not known to be ſuch) to Receive 

ais Alas, chan that one truly deſerving ſhould go without them. 

To Render this his Charity more Acceptable to his Lord and Maſter, 
e would always Endeavour co his Power, acco:ding tò the Expreſs 


hence they came, but he who ſeeth in. Secret. a 
His Occafional Alms were inde:d very great; but yet probably ſhore 
of choſe large Summs he has given for a Conftane Standing Relief to the 


Poor will be Relieved by him for many G:nerations even now he is Dc 


Jere me, that he Deny'd himſelf many Uoneceſſary Enjoyments in this World, 


well as Bencficial co Mankind. ps 


od) tend to the Encreaſe of Wealth to the giver of chem. Which i 


hat Stattereth, and yet Eicreaſech ; and there is chat with-holdech more than 
Meet, but it tendeth to Poverty, © | 


Perſon, Aye are, 7 of ; becauſe never was an Eftare leſs Abuſed, or 
detter- Baiploy'ds tothe Hong 
lo largely partake of it ; and to che Promoting his ow 


a 


How Immenſe were thoſe Summs-which he has given to the Poor of 


ommand of our Saviour, to do it in Secret wherecyer jt. was bracti- 
1" cable. And I cannot doubt but many large Summs have been given by 
.nyWkim (ſome of which have paſs'd through my Hands,) which none knew 


And 'tis to be Obſerved, chat notwithſtanding all this, ill. his Eſtate 

onſiderably Encreaſed ; verifying that Obſervation, that a. liberal Di- 

tribution of Alms/ accordiag to one's Ability, doth (by tne 9 5 
is 


onar of God who gave it; to the good of 


— 


"4 


To Enable him ro do all cheſe great things, he has ſometimes, (ajd op. | 
| 


of his own Eſtate, which God had Bleſs'd him with. How Generous 
nd Liberal he was therein, Speak you of this Pariſh, before your future 


: Poar. He has Nobly enlarged the Revennues of th: Four Hoſpitaly, 
end lately of the New Work-houſe in London; and Erefted and Endowed 
Jl almoſt as many of his own in the * Country, Whereby a great many | 


Achat he might be the better Able more largeiy to Relieve the Nec flicies 
Jof ochers: A ſort of Self-denial, no doubt, very Acceptable to Gol, 


o other than what the Wiſeman has obſerved in Prov. 1 f. 24. There ts _ 
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yy his Alms; and hd own Soul was much refreſhed, when one fans y a 
He would often ſay, that himſelf was more Obliged to thoſe who 


whole Nation, 25 far as his Charitable Hand could Reach. In a Word. 
peak all you, whoſe ſeveral Want have by his Bounty been ſuitably :; 


ſcuous Diſtrihution of it; for, this was the Rule 


FE 


And furelx Bever us an Eſtate better deſerved than by this Excellene -| 
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of to me, ſaying (for the Inſtruction of my ſelf and others,) that 
time of Sicknels one was very upfie for Religious Duties ;.and:there 
fore it was highly Neceſſary to Perform them well and 5 — 1 
and do the Work of our Salvation, in perfect Health, (which cercainly 


t. 


2 7 


* 
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1111} © - Everlaſting 
| eafily be found without it, as St. Paul 


| That this deceaſed Worthy Perſon's Charity was not of that ſort. 
MA truly Chriſtian one, will evidently ap ar by 5 | 

| 2 True Charity laid down by the Apoftle in that Chapter F which eves 
For, if the Mark of a True Charity in the 4, 5, 6; and 7, Verſes © 
that Chapter are theſe, (vig.) that I ſufftrech lng, and at 7, Vl i 


_ wich all things, Boßer / #ll things, endureth all things, Then 


lution; ſo (to his Grief) it diſabled him for that more Active a 


7% ol Soi is ant Card 
and Wätchfülneſs over Kis whole Converſation; Ai which were dil 


Word) whatever was Virtuous, Lovely, aud Praiſe-worthy in him, let 
us fo Apply our Selves to Imitate it, that at length al = | 
made Patte kers of that Rtetnal Reſt, and Peate, and Glory, which h 
uo doubt, now Plencifully. Enjoys at Gods Fig Fern 
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< Alms. giving is on one part 9 cy, avd wi 
Poor, and yet have no Chatt 


us, He may beſtom all our Goods to feed the 


* 
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ſe other Characters of 


> 7 


one could not but Obſerve Were agreeable to this Deceaſe 


7 


 Envieth not; that it Vauytet h not it ſelf ; is not puffed up ; doth not behay 
It ſelf unſeemly ; Jeckelþ not her mn; is not eaſily provoked ; thinketh' no Evil: 
Rejoyceth not in Iniquity, but Rejoyceth in the Truth ; beareth all things, belis 

N 0's FAY 
Charity of this Excellent Perſon, in whom theſe Graces were ſo aui 56 
muͤſt needs be 2 True Chriſtizan Charity; ſuch as our Gracious God h 
accepted of, and given him the Rewards of it; or, in the Words of the 
"Teſt, His Works have followed or accompanied him to ( Let us cake 
care thus to yualify our Charity (after his great Exawple,) that ſo w. 
may not loſe the glorious'Rewards of it in the other World: . £4 
His laſt Sickneſs roo ſoon (alas ! ſeized His Spirits with ſuch Vi 
olence, that as it gave us a ſad Apprehenſſon of his approaching Dio 


ad wht 


mplain{ 


rous Exerciſe of Devotion, which he ſo much delighted in, a 
no doubt he would otherwiſe. have Exerted. ' This himſelt co 


7 


had long been his Conſtant Care) leſt otherwiſe they never be performed 
or at leaſtwiſe to very little purpoſe, by us. 1 5 


dgr 


| I ever knew any. 
them ſiagly perform'd by the ſt, icteſt and beſt of Chon ek ing 


| H us may 


o he. Hand fer Evermore, 
2" Which God of bi; Mercy Gran; gy ID of ol 
Dear Sen Jeſus Chriſt our Sui ond 
. "Bleſſed Spirit be ajcribed all Obelſs 


